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respects the most striking feature of modern economic
conditions, is in fact the product of industrial forces which
exerted but slight pressure in earlier times. For centuries
English towns were scarcely more than large-sized villages,
and their pre-eminence consisted chiefly in the fortified
walls or mound, behind which the inhabitants found shelter
and security ; beyond these walls lay the broad acres and
open fields, the meadows and pastures, that were part and
parcel of the townsmen's heritage. In the map of the
mediaeval borough and in the economy of the mediaeval
burghers, the town-fields occupied a place no less important
than the restricted area where stood their houses and shops.
At Leicester1 the space within the circuit of the walls covered
a hundred and thirty acres, while without it was almost
thirty times the number. This explains the importance
attached to the annual perambulation of the city boundaries2,
for the right to pasture cattle on the town-meadows con-
stituted a valuable appurtenance to the rights of citizen-
ship. The Survey of 1086 records that " all the burgesses
of Oxford have common of pasture without the wall",
and to this day freemen are still entitled to send their
cattle to Port Meadow 3. At Northampton a by-law of 1553
enacted " that no man shall keep more for his franchise than
three beasts upon the commons in all " ; and in other towns
also it was forbidden to overstock the commons 4. Indeed,
throughout the Middle Ages the urban community never com-
pletely lost its rural characteristics. The offices of pinder,
cowherd, hogherd and herdsman5 survived even in the six-
teenth century among the institutions of town-life, and
repeated injunctions were necessary to prevent stray cattle
from wandering about the streets6.
1 Records of Leicester, i. p. xi.
a Coventry Leet Book, i. 45, iv. 821 ; N. Bacon, Annals of Ipswich (1884),
ro8.
8 J. Parker, Early History of Oxford (1885), 300.
4  Records of Northampton, i. 253-254, ii. 215 ;   Southampton Court Leet
Records (ed. F. J. C. and D. M. Hearnshaw, 1905), 39-40 ;  Leet Jurisdiction
in Norwich (ed. W. Hudson, 1892), 92.
5  Records of Northampton, ii. 215; Records of Leicester, iii. 123; The Red
Paper Book of Colchester (ed. W. G. Benham, 1902), 132.
6  The list of towns where this regulation is found shows how extensively
agricultural life persisted in urban centres :   Coventry Leet Book, i. 27;